Experimental
Crystal data C 12 H 14 N 2 O 2 M r = 218.25 Monoclinic, P2 1 =n a = 6.1170 (12) Å b = 10.123 (2) Å c = 18.868 (4) Å = 91.36 (3) V = 1168.0 (4) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.09 mm À1 T = 293 K 0.20 Â 0.20 Â 0.10 mm
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968) T min = 0.983, T max = 0.992 2354 measured reflections 2141 independent reflections 1089 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.029 3 standard reflections every 200 reflections intensity decay: 1% Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.057 wR(F 2 ) = 0.179 S = 1.00 2141 reflections 146 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.14 e Å À3 Á min = À0.13 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). its crystal structure reported in this article. The crystal structure of the title compound is stabilized by N1-H1A···O2 hydrogen bonds resulting in dimers of molecules lying about inversion centers ( Fig. 1 and Tab. 1). The bond distances and angles in the title molecule are in excellent agreement with the corresponding bond distances and angles reported for a related structure (Léger et al., 1984) .
Experimental
A mixture of gramine (13.0 g,(0.069 mol), 2-nitropropane (44 g,(0.49 mol), and NaOH pellets (2.9 g, 0.072 mol) was stirred and heated at reflux for 18 h. After the mixture had cooled to 298 K, 10% HOAc (60 ml) was added and stirring was continued for 1 h. The mixture was partitioned between 150 ml each of EtOH and water to afford an organic layer, which was separated, washed three times with water, and dried over MgS0 4 . Evaporation afforded 16.5 g of dark oil which slowly crystallized on standing at 298 K. Recrystallization of the crude product from EtOH-H 2 0 (1:1) gave 12.6 g (78%) of the title compound as pure yellow crystals (Kerighbaum et al., 1980) . Crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with N-H = 0.86 Å and C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.97 Å, for aryl, methyl and methylene H-atoms, respectively. The U iso (H) were allowed at 1.5U eq (methyl C) or 1.2U eq (non-methyl C/N). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Computing details

Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq O1 0.3793 (4) 0.2257 ( (5) 
